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LEMON GROVE CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

Item No. __3  
Mtg. Date __September 15, 2015  
Dept. __Public Works  

Item Title: Recreation Services Focus Group Applicants 

Staff Contact: Mike James, Public Works Director 

Recommendation: 

Approve seven applicants to participate in the Recreation Services Focus Group.   

Item Summary: 

During the 2015 goal setting workshop, the City Council discussed the establishment of a focus 
group to explore the need for a Recreation Council as a priority.  Staff held an open application 
period that closed on July 30, 2015.  From that recruitment process, staff received seven 
applications for the focus group.  The staff report (Attachment A) outlines the selection process, 
tasks for the focus group to accomplish, and an updated timeline that includes the date the focus 
group will present its findings to the City Council.   

 

Fiscal Impact: 

None. 

Environmental Review: 

 Not subject to review  Negative Declaration 

 Categorical Exemption, Section        Mitigated Negative Declaration 

Public Information: 

 None  Newsletter article  Notice to property owners within 300 ft. 

 Notice published in local newspaper  Neighborhood meeting 

Attachments:

A. Staff Report 

B. Recreation Focus Group Applications 
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LEMON GROVE CITY COUNCIL 
STAFF REPORT 

 
 

Item No.    3  

Mtg. Date    September 15, 2015  

Item Title: Recreation Services Focus Group Applicants 

Staff Contact: Mike James, Public Works Director 

Discussion: 

During the 2015 goal setting workshop, the City Council discussed the establishment of a focus 
group to explore the need for a Recreation Council.  Staff held an open application period that 
advertised on the front counter of City Hall, the city’s website, Facebook/Twitter accounts, e-
notification services, Lemon Grove Senior Center, East County Chamber of Commerce, Thrive 
Lemon Grove, Kaiser Permanente’s Heal Zone, Soroptimist of Lemon Grove, Lemon Grove 
Kiwanis, Lemon Grove Lions, VFW Post 1512, VFW Post 2082, and local faith based 
organizations.   

On July 30, 2015, the recruitment closed and from that process staff received seven 
applications for the focus group.  Staff recommends accepting all of the applications to 
participate in the focus group.  Each applicant’s name is listed below and each one-page 
application is attached to this report as Attachment B.  

 Paul Gorden 

 Tiare Hamilton 

 Matthew Johnson 

 Eric Lund 

 Beatriz Mendoza 

 Gabriela Rivers 

 Denise Strattman 

On June 2, 2015, the City Council discussed broadening the original scope of the focus group 
and exploring the need for a Recreation Council to also include the following tasks: 

1. Identify the existing recreational opportunities for Lemon Grove residents in and near the 
City; and  

2. Identify recreational needs in the community, including barriers and opportunities to 
meeting those needs; and  

3. Research what a Recreation Council is and its role in the community, including the 
Recreation Council’s composition, whether it is a City established entity, its purpose, 
staff time required to support, and funding issues/opportunities; and  

4. Review the most recent recreational survey results and use that information to guide 
recommendations to the City Council; and  

5. Consider performing additional community surveys, as needed, to seek specific 
feedback regarding recreational programming in the City.   

Staff anticipates the focus group will hold between two and four meetings beginning in October, 
with a City Council presentation to be held in December 2015 or January 2016.   
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Conclusion: 

Staff recommends that the City Council approves the seven applicants to participate in the 
Recreation Services Focus Group.   
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